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The HNC offered by Perth College UHI is a 120 credit HNC with all modules at 
SCQF level 7 or above.  This means it has the same credit values as the first year of 
a degree programme.   As it is has the same credit level of a first year degree 
programme it can be used to progress to second year of some University of the 
Highlands and Islands degree courses. 
 
Module List 
 
Unit Title:  Social Science:  Research and Methodology  
Unit Code:  FM66 34  
 
This Unit introduces candidates to the role and importance of research in the social 
sciences.  Rigorous and systematic research is what distinguishes the social 
sciences from common sense explanations of social behaviour and phenomena.  An 
appreciation of the basic research process model used in the social sciences 
highlights to candidates that social scientists follow rigorous procedures when 
conducting research.  The application of data handling techniques and interpretation 
of key information are focused on as essential skills for candidates at this level. 
 
 
Unit Title:  Graded Unit 
Unit Code:  FM67 34 
 
This Graded Unit is designed to provide evidence that the candidate has achieved 
the following principal aims of the HNC/D in Social Sciences: 
 
 Develop an understanding of different social science disciplines.  
 Develop an understanding of the contribution of social sciences to the modern 

world and human behaviour.  
 Demonstrate that by combining perspectives from more than one subject, 

particular themes or aspects of human behaviour can be examined, explained 
and thereby understood.  

 Develop an open-minded, critical and evaluative approach to study.  
 Develop examination techniques.  
 Gain knowledge and understanding of different research methods.  
 Gain knowledge of competing views, perspectives, theories and evidence 

from a variety of subjects to enable the candidate to adopt a social scientific 
approach.  

 Develop skills in managing and prioritising information.  
 
  
Unit Title:  Psychology A:  History and Development of Psychology  
Unit Code:  FK8D 34  
 
This Unit is designed to develop candidates' knowledge and understanding of the 
historical development of psychology.  The Unit will examine 4 schools of thought in 
psychology, explaining how each developed, as well as the key features that 
differentiate one from another.  It will also develop evaluation skills as candidates will 
evaluate each school.  It is intended for candidates who have a general interest in 
psychology as well as those who would use it as the basis for further study. 
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Unit Title:  Psychology B:  Explanation and Research of Psychological Topics  
Unit Code:  FK8E 34  
 
This Unit is designed to enable candidates to analyse theory related to specific 
topics in psychology.  Candidates will also conduct research into a psychological 
topic.  This Unit is intended for those candidates who wish to develop their 
knowledge and understanding of psychological topics and for those who wish to use 
it as a basis for further study.   
 
 
Unit Title:  Sociology A:  Introduction to Sociology  
Unit Code:  FK8R 34  
 
This Unit is designed to develop candidates' knowledge and understanding of the 
discipline of sociology.  The Unit will explore the historical and intellectual 
foundations of sociology and the key features of the sociological imagination.  Macro 
and micro models of society are explained and analytical skills are developed 
through the application of key sociological concepts and theories to examples that 
demonstrate the way sociologists understand the relationship between the individual 
and society. 
 
 
Unit Title: Sociology B:  Applying Sociological Theories and Studies to 

Sociological Topics 
Unit Code: FK8T 34 
 
The Unit builds upon candidates' knowledge and understanding of sociological 
thinking, perspectives, concepts and theories.  The Unit will enable candidates to 
analyse and evaluate sociological theories and apply this information to a selected 
range of sociological topics.  This Unit is intended for candidates who wish to 
develop their knowledge and understanding of sociology and for those who wish to 
use it as the basis for further study. 
 
 
Unit Title:  Politics A:  An Introduction to Political Theories of the State  
Unit Code:  FK85 34  
 
This Unit is designed to develop candidates' knowledge and understanding of 
political concepts and theories of the state relevant to the relationship between the 
state and the individual.  The Unit will develop the candidate's ability to explain 
different political concepts and theories of the state in a critical way, and evaluate 
and apply these concepts to theories of the state.  It is intended for candidates who 
have a general interest in politics as well as those who would use it as the theoretical 
basis for further study. 
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Unit Title:  Politics B:  The United Kingdom and Scotland 
Unit Code:  FK86 34  
 
This Unit is designed to develop candidates' knowledge and understanding of the UK 
and Scottish systems of government.  Candidates will study the nature of the UK 
constitution and decision-making processes, forces that impact on the constitution 
and decision-making processes, the roles and functions of the UK and Scottish 
Parliaments and Executives, parties and pressure groups, and the key electoral 
systems operating within this context. 
  
Candidates will also study concepts which relate to Scotland's constitutional position 
within the United Kingdom.  This Unit is intended for those candidates who wish to 
develop their knowledge and understanding of politics and for those who wish to use 
it as a basis for further study. 
 
 
Unit Title:  Criminology 
Unit Code:  FM43 35 
 
This Unit is designed to introduce candidates to a selection of topics and areas of 
debates that inform contemporary criminology.  The Unit starts by examining how 
crime and criminal justice have been theorised and then goes on to consider 
theoretical explanations of crime causation and criminalisation.  The Unit is 
completed by explaining the aims of the criminal justice and penal system. 
 
 
Unit Title:  History B:  Analysing Topics within a Historical Period  
Unit Code:  FK7W 34  
 
This Unit aims to develop skills in evaluating and interpreting data from one of the 
following specified historical periods:   Modern Europe 1870 – Present  
 
 
Progression Routes with in Perth College UHI 
 
 2nd year of the BA Social Sciences. 
 2nd year of the BA History and Politics. 
 2nd year of the BA Sociology and Politics. 
 2nd year of the BA Child and Youth Studies. 
 2nd year of the BA Health Studies. 
 1st year BA Scottish History. 
 1st year BSc Psychology. 
 
Or you can leave with a standalone HNC in Social Sciences.   Some students use 
this qualification to apply to other Higher Education Institutes. 
 


