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Preparing to Study Higher English 

During your Higher English studies you will develop a range of skills in analysis and 
evaluation of language techniques. You will learn about the techniques that writers use to 
enhance meaning and create impact in their writing and you will also learn how to employ 
some of these techniques in your own writing.  

The demands of this course are high. You will be expected to undertake a range of reading 
and writing tasks, and you will be encouraged to draw on your own personal experiences 
and beliefs in order to respond to those of others.  

In order to cope with the demands of this course, students are required to have a certain 
level of competence in reading and writing. The purpose of the attached activities is to 
assess these skill levels and highlight any areas which require improvement. The following 
tasks should take approximately 1.5 hours to complete although you may take as long as 
you like. When you have completed both tasks you should either email you answers to:  

PC.ADMISSIONS.perth@uhi.ac.uk  

mailto:Distance.Perth@uhi.ac.uk
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Task 1: 
 
Read the article below carefully before attempting to answer the questions on the following 
page. Make sure you answer using your own words wherever possible.  
 
Why should soldiers be fast-tracked into teaching?  
 
Archie Bland argues that the education minister's proposal is insulting to children and 
demonstrates a profoundly anti-intellectual contempt for the teaching profession 
 
In its wisdom, the Government has decided to give members of the Armed Forces a fast 
track route into teaching. The plan, long in the making, will give former troops the chance to 
teach even if they don’t hold a university degree, and I'm all for it, but I don’t think the 
Government is going far enough. Yes, we need a military ethos in our schools. But what 
about our hospitals?  
 
Think about it. Schools will benefit from the military values of leadership, discipline, 
motivation and teamwork, as David Laws and Michael Gove have argued, but you know 
where else those values would be useful? The chaotic world of hospitals! OK, so not all 
soldiers have an education in medicine. But they have the right values. And the right values 
are much more important than the right qualifications.  
 
The image of infantrymen moving from the military’s theatres of operations to the hospitals’ 
operating theatres is not the only one available to demonstrate how absurd this proposal is, 
how insulting to teachers and children, and how profoundly anti intellectual, with its 
contempt for the idea that knowing about things might be a necessary prerequisite for 
teaching them. And these other modest proposals make still clearer the rationale for the 
Government’s pursuit of this particular wheeze. Imagine, for instance, that teachers were to 
be fast-tracked into combat units because of their capacities to work hard, manage people 
and deal with stressful situations. Or try to picture charity workers getting teaching jobs 
without a degree because a philanthropic ethos might be just as worth instilling in our 
children as a military one. Any such suggestion would be greeted, rightly, with puzzlement.  
 
And yet with the military it’s different. This plan is based on an American example – with the 
difference that in America, 99 per cent of participants already had a degree – and in recent 
years we’ve been edging closer to the American model of unthinking glorification of our 
Armed Forces. When soldiers and sailors behave well, their exploits are used as evidence 
of military nobility. When they behave badly, they are seen as bad apples, and we rarely 
ask whether their wrongdoing might in fact be the product of a poisoned culture.  
 
I suppose this squeamishness is understandable: ever since the invasion of Afghanistan, 
we’ve been engaged in brutal conflicts that cost most of us very little and a few of us a great 
deal. We owe those few. But squeamishness, and a heavy debt, are not a sensible basis 
for policy making. So, although it feels frankly treacherous to say so, here goes: a military 
culture is appropriate for the front line, but not for the classroom, where independent 
thinking should be considered essential. Soldiers might be brave, and well-disciplined, but if 
they aren’t well qualified that probably won’t be enough to make them good educators. 
Teachers are doing something really difficult. And children? Children are not the enemy.  
 
The Independent on Sunday, 9th June 2013 
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Questions  
 

1. Using your own words, explain what the government is proposing.  
 

2. What does the opening phrase “In its wisdom” suggest about the writer’s attitude to 
the proposal?  

 
3. Given the context of the rest of the passage, how are we meant to read the final 

sentence of paragraph 1 “But what about our hospitals?”  
 

4. How does punctuation and sentence structure in paragraph 2 help you to understand 
the writer’s attitude to the proposal?  

 
5. What four military values does the writer feel would be good for schools? Remember 

to answer in your own words. 
 

6. From the opening sentence of paragraph 3, quote two words which suggest the 
writer finds the idea of soldiers teaching in schools ridiculous.  

 
7. What two examples does the writer give in the rest of paragraph 3 to show how 

ridiculous the idea is? Remember to answer in your own words.  
 

8. From the context of the sentence “Or try to picture… a military one” how might we 
arrive at a definition of the word “philanthropic”?  

 
9. What effect does the phrase “And yet” have on the reader at this stage of the 

passage?  
 

10. Why, according to the writer, is the idea of soldiers becoming teachers more 
appropriate in America than in the UK?  

 
11. Explain the purpose of the colon in the opening sentence of paragraph 5.  

 
12. Why does the writer feel it is “frankly treacherous” to admit he doesn’t agree with the 

idea of recruiting soldiers as teachers?  
 

13. What two reasons does he give for rejecting the idea?  
 

14. Explain how the final sentence “Children are not the enemy” might help to convince 
the reader of his argument?  

 
15. Sum up the writer’s attitude towards teachers and provide quotations from 

throughout the passage to support your answer 
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Task 2: Think of a novel or short story you have read recently and provide the 
following details. 
 
1. What is the title of this story / novel?  
 
2. Name the author and tell me a little about them.  
 
3. Where is the story set (time & place)?  
 
4. Who are the main characters in the story? Provide details of each significant character.  
 
5. Write a plot summary of the story (main events).  
 
6. Describe the narrative of this story (i.e. how it is ‘told’).  
 
7. Write an evaluation of the story, explaining which aspects made it most enjoyable for you 


