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Introduction 

Perth College UHI is an anchor institution for Perth and Kinross, supporting individuals of all ages and 

backgrounds to gain skills and qualifications, helping students unlock their potential, and supporting 

the growth of the local economy by delivering the skilled workforce that local businesses need. 

We offer courses from access and national certificate level up to honours and postgraduate degrees.  

We are an active and committed partner within the University of the Highlands and Islands (UHI) and 

bring our enthusiasm and expertise to the partnership as we work for shared success. 

The Scottish Funding Council (SFC) publish College Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) annually. For 

Perth College UHI, these KPIs predominantly include qualifications categorised as Further Education 

and up to SCQF Level 6, with some exceptions in Scottish Vocational Qualifications (SVQs).  This 

document, therefore, only contains information in accordance with the Further Education College 

Sector. 

Context 

With the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, the sector as a whole continued to face significant 

disruption to both our staff and students.  At the start of the academic year, we re-opened our 

campus to some cohorts of students, meaning that we could start to delivery face to face teaching.  

However, between December up to February 2021 our campus, due to the pandemic, was closed 

where we had to move completely to online teaching.  The Scottish Government then permitted 

only a small percentage (5%) of our student population to be on campus, this number being 

permitted to increase from April 2021 onwards. 

The College continued to adapt, taking swift action to support our students learning and protect 

their wellbeing, however, as with all other people in society, there were numerous issues that may 

have impacted our student's ability to complete their qualifications, these included: 

• Students may have been medically affected either directly or via family 

members/dependents. 

• Students may have struggled juggling childcare or other caring responsibilities alongside 

their studies. 

• Students may have been impacted more where there are practical elements or work 

placements in subjects such as engineering; construction; health and social care; and 

childcare. 

• Students may have been affected by not having the same experience as they would have if 

there was face to face support (e.g. peer to peer support, in-person support). 

To ensure all our students were able to engage and be supported effectively with their learning at 

home, the College introduced a digital support scheme, where we invested and loaned up to 800 

laptops.  Students who did not have access to the internet were also supported by the loan of a 

dongle.  All costs were met by the College. 

Therefore, full consideration should be given to these exceptional circumstances and direct 

comparisons between earlier years should not be made without due consideration of the context. 

 

  



Measuring Success (Outcomes) 

All further education students have an ‘outcome’ reported against their course of study at the end of 

each academic year.  The outcome categories are: 

• Completed successfully 

• Partial success 

• Withdrawal  

Chart A – Outcomes for FE on recognised qualifications (full-time) 

 

Over the years, the number of full time FE students appear to fluctuate.  The slight decline in the 

number of students enrolled in 2020-21 (3%) is predominantly due to courses that commenced later 

in the year and are now categorised as spanning courses (spanning over two academic years).  These 

courses fall within our construction sector area and will be included in our KPIs in 2021-22. 

The pandemic has had a huge impact on full-time student success.  Whilst we can rationalise the 

challenges on courses where practical or placement elements were included, student success has 

been hit across our entire curriculum.  We therefore need to take recognisance of the varying factors 

surrounding individual circumstances throughout the pandemic where students may have had 

varying priorities to deal with, examples of these being carers and looking after dependents 

(children); household environments.  And not excluding the Governments acknowledgement of the 

increase in mental health across the nation.   

Those who completed partially has dropped by 1.7pp.  The % of those who withdrew has increased 

by 6pp.  We do capture the reasons for withdrawal and these are summarised in Table 1 below. 

Table 1 – Reasons for Withdrawal 

Academic Year % Financial 
Reasons 

% Health / 
Personal Reasons 

% Went into 
Employment 

% Other (e.g. 
exclusion; travel; 
unknown) 

2020-21 3.0% 46.3% 16.9% 33.8% 

2019-20 5.3% 44.0% 15.1% 35.6% 

2018-19 4.2% 42.4% 19.1% 34.4% 

2017-18 1.5% 24.5% 22.3% 51.8% 

2016-17 0.4% 18.6% 28.5% 52.5% 

2015-16 3.3% 14.2% 30.0% 52.5% 

 



It is interesting to note that over the years, we have seen an increase in those who have withdrawn 

from their studies because of health or personal reasons, this may be correlated with the decrease 

for those that are captured under ‘other’, where most are reason unknown.    The reasons for 

withdrawals do provide useful information, it can help us to understand, discuss and take forward 

actions to help support student success.  Those who go into employment, the College do see this as 

a success where some may return to study with us through a Modern Apprenticeship route or other 

part-time provision and go on to complete successfully. 

Course level KPIs are available and shared with Sector Areas.  Sector Development Directors 

highlight (report by exception) courses where there is cause for concern.  Discussions take place to 

understand the concerns where actions are agreed.  These actions may include reviewing the 

content delivered and identifying any specific subject areas where success is not as good as other 

subjects.  Our aim is to always be improving the student experience and their success. 

Sector Comparison 

The percentage of enrolments have also been in decline across the sector, dropping by 10%.  There 

is also a similar pattern with regards to outcomes.  With 61.3% having completed successfully across 

the sector, 11% having partial success, and 27.7% withdrawing. 

Chart B1 – Outcome totals for FE on recognised qualifications (part-time) 

 

Students who are modern apprenticeships tend to be more successful than other part-time 

students.  The success rate for these types of courses ranges from 95% up to 100% 

It is good to note that those, excluding school pupils, studying Highers and National 5’s, successful 

completion has improved in comparison to last year by 17.4pp going up to 62.0%.  Those who do 

study English and Mathematics predominantly do so to progress their studies with plans to go on to 

teaching, if these individuals change their plans, then it is likely they will drop these qualifications as 

they are no longer required for their progression purposes. 

In comparison to last academic year where we noted an increase in success for school/college 

partnership students, this year, success has declined.  It is worth noting that throughout the 

pandemic, the Scottish Government had informed Schools and Colleges that school pupils could not 

attend College premises, this in turn will have had an impact on both delivery of the course and 

engagement.   

Where school/college partnership students are studying foundation apprenticeships, we have seen a 

75% successful outcome. 

 

 



Chart B2 – Outcome breakdown for FE on recognised qualifications (part-time) 

 

Whilst those who complete successfully are in the main positive, where we have seen fewer 

successes, this would align with the part-time commentary above re: school/college partnership 

provision. 

Sector Comparison 

We have higher success rates in most of the categories with the exception of ‘160 up to 320 hours’, 

the sector showing a success rate of 70.1%.  Where we have exceeded exceptionally higher than the 

sector is in the category of ‘320 hours up to FT’ where we have performed better by 10.4pp. 

Chart C – Level of achievement for students funded by SFC completing an FE 

course of 160 hours or more who did not achieve ‘full’ success (An overview of 

the ‘Partial Success’ group above) 

Those who achieved at least 75% of planned subjects (12%), their aim will have been to achieve a 

named award (e.g. National Progression Award, National Certificate).  We do try to support those 

students as best as we can and encourage them to engage with their studies, sometimes making 

deferrals throughout the summer months to give them an opportunity to complete successfully. 



Those who complete their course without gaining any of their planned subjects (22%), these are 

most likely to be single subject courses where the outcome is measured on the full success of the 

single subject and will include courses such as Highers and National 5s. 

Sector Comparison 

Overall, we have more students than the sector who achieve between 25% up to 75%.  Favourably, 

we have fewer students than the sector who achieve less than 25%. 

Chart D – Outcomes by age group on courses lasting 160 hours or more 

Trend information informs us that full-time students in most of the age categories tend to perform 

less favourable than part-time students, with one exception.  Those aged 41+, success rates for full-

time are higher. 

Sector Comparison 

In comparison to the sector, our withdrawal rates are higher in most of the age categories, with one 

exception.  Those aged 41+, completion rates have exceeded the sector by 3.8pp with overall 

success rates exceeding the sector by 6.1pp. 

It is worthwhile noting that the report published by SFC for the entire College sector indicated that 

there appears to be reluctance to: 

• Withdraw school pupils that have poor attendance and attainment; 

• Students left on course who were not in attendance and therefore should have been 

formally withdrawn. 

Therefore, caution should be applied when comparing against the sector. 



Chart E – FE Outcomes by ES (Education Scotland) subject group on courses 

lasting 160 hours or more 

 

The above chart does not represent every subject area covered by the College.  Those that are 

excluded is where our numbers are not substantial enough to be included in this publication (I.e. Art 

and Design; Computing and ICT; Science; and Sport and Leisure.   

Sector Comparison 

It is good to note that, in comparison to the sector and regardless of the practical nature and 

challenges faced throughout COVID, Hospitality and Tourism have performed better by 16.1pp; 

Engineering have performed better by 4.8pp; and Construction have performed better by 3.1pp 

Mostly all other areas are on par with the sector.  However, one area does have a higher withdrawal 

rate than the sector by 6pp, Social Sciences. 

Chart F – Outcomes by level and gender on courses lasting 160 hours or more 

 



Overall, males tend to be more successful than females.  However, when this is broken down into 

mode of attendance, females have been more successful where they study full-time.  Males tend to 

be more successful where they study part-time and more so in the area of modern apprenticeships 

where there is an aim to secure employment. 

Sector Comparison 

Sector data informs us that there is only a 0.5pp difference between males and females, males 

performing only slightly better.  The percentage being successful for males very much aligns with our 

male success, where we have seen fewer withdrawals for males.  We have seen a higher withdrawal 

rate for females in comparison to the sector by 1.8pp. 

Chart G – Outcomes by key group on courses lasting 160 hours or more 

Further analysis in disability informs us that those who disclosed a mental health illness or those 

who disclosed more than one disability were less successful in comparison to other disabilities 

disclosed, 60.8% and 61.7% respectively.   

It is good to note that more students are disclosing to us that they are care experienced, this allows 

us to compare success at a sector level where it is worth noting that we are on par with the sector. 

There may also be a correlation between care experienced and the most deprived postcode area; as 

reported in The Independent Care Review (2020), ‘Children living in the 10% most deprived areas of 

Scotland are 20 times more likely to become care experienced than those in the least deprived 

areas’. 

It may be suggested that committing to full-time studies during and throughout the pandemic has 

been more challenging for our students than committing to part-time study. 

 

Deborah Lally 

Head of Student Experience 

 


